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Editorial

In the Name of Creator, the Omniscient
Who Enabled Man to Speak

We are thankful to God very much that after more than eight
years of publishing Journal of Africa we can present another
issue to the presence of scholars, thinkers, researchers and the
African affairs enthusiasts with its scientific and applicable
content. Naturally consistency and continuity to do so in the past
few years was not possible if it was not for the supports and
cooperation of all researchers, essayists and Africa’s enthusiasts
whose showing of interest and attention encouraged us and
added to the richness of Journal content. Here | want to thank
them all.

In this issue, like previous ones, study papers are included
such as Darfur Issue from the Human Right Perspective, China’s
New Foreign Policy in Africa, and a number of other reports and
essays that cover various political, legal and cultural aspects of
African issues - all indications of the interest attributed to Africa
by scholars and researchers. It is hoped that other thinkers may
assist us too with their thoughts and comments and with their



academic-applicable papers and essays to be published in
Journal.

Africa, save for few crises like Darfur and Zimbabwe that still
continue, has had a rather stable condition which has given it a
countenance quite different from the past. Presumably, historical
circumstances and international requirements are necessities that
have made the continent hopeful about improvement and
progress, and have encouraged African statesmen to act more
vigorously while heralding the emergence of a situation in which
no longer endowments and wealth of this continent are exploited
by few domestically or plundered by trans-regional powers and
countries, where people of Africa can rather take advantage of
the wealth and richness of their continent equally under their
respective national interests and in conformity to the principles
of respect for the rights, independence and sovereignties of other
countries, although trans-regional powers and their domestic
stooges continue to stir up insecurities and instabilities such as
new domestic war and crisis in Congo. It is not for the first time
a domestic war takes the lives of millions innocent people, but in
Congo it is for the first time that after four years of continuation
of the crisis, international community has paid attention to it just
recently. UN has appointed a special envoy for there and Europe
has convened a meeting in this regard. This inattention has
grounds beyond mere the issue of human right negligence, and
therefore a brief look at it worth considering.

Democratic Republic of Congo, Former Zaire, is one of the
vastest countries in the world located in Africa that in 1960
liberated from Belgium colonialism and got independence. Its
independence is indebted to the endeavors and sacrifices of



Patrice Lumumba leadership who later on tragically assassinated,
what turned him into symbol of freedom and liberation of Africa
from European colonialism. Some see Belgium and other United
States or U.K., who considered him leftist, behind his
assassination to prevent then Soviet Union from getting access to
the Congo’s uranium. After collapse of the national government
of Lumumba in a military coup, Mobutu took the realm of
Congo and governed there for thirty-two consecutive years
enjoying the support of U.K. and United states. He established a
close friendly relation with the Qods Occupier Regime and never
made any attempt for severing these relations. Mobutu in turn
was toppled by Kabila, but after his assassination in 2002 his son
took the power and called on all insurgents to end wars. Owing
to the efforts of some major countries and international and
regional institutions eventually the Great Lake Agreement signed
in 2003 and seemingly the domestic war in Congo ended. But
soon a group combined of insurgents, militarists, and oppositions
began destabilizing situation in Congo again by utilizing the
following instruments and conditions:

1- Regional and Trans-regional countries’ interventions
using ethnical and racial tools

One of the reasons for the beginning of the war of attrition in
central Africa is foreign and trans-regional intervention,
European or other powers, which have great economic interests
in Congo. This group of countries with pretext to supporting
Hutus or Tutsis ethnics or racial groups and by provoking one
against the other and by controlling the leadership of militaristic
insurgencies tries to add to unrest and instability so that they can
achieve their inhumane objectives. The present leader of



insurgent, General Laurent Nkunda of Tutsi origin, whose
warriors are equipped with all kinds of weapons has been in
conflict with government since 2004. Congo’s officials consider
him as a traitor, who has been hired by Tutsi tribes of Rwanda
who constitute most of the Tutsis of the east Congo. The
Rwanda’s intervention in these areas is not unprecedented. The
root of this crisis trace back to the immigration of many
Rwandan Tutsis to Congo in the aftermath of the horrible
massacre of Tutsis by extremist Hutus in 1994 which was
dubbed as the greatest genocide and catastrophe in the history of
black continent. Tutsis claim that Hutus intend to repeat the
same scenario once again, while Hutus assert Tutsis are Killing
them in reprisal of the fourteen years ago massacre.

2- The Role of Multinational Western Companies in
Congo’s Crisis

After slavery abolition some more profitable trades
incorporated in the agenda of western countries for Africa that
plundering of diamond, gold, oil, ivory, rhino, rubber, wood and
other minerals were among them. From 1998 till now, the
multinational companies benefitting from the collaboration of
some adjacent opposition countries and the help of domestic
rebels have been involved actively in looting strategic mineral
resources of Congo. Having the greatest natural mines of gems,
oils, uranium, and the biggest forests in Africa, Congo is like
precious jewelry of the world. Therefore the crimes of western
countries in Congo are greater than any other part of Africa.
According to the report of a study group of UN more than 85
multinational companies are involved in contraband activities
smuggling natural resources of Africa. Expenses of the war are



paid by these countries. Security Council in a report on 2002
stated competition among multinational companies for
controlling over scarce minerals of Africa as one of the reasons
for continuation of war in that country. In the same line, the
recent turmoil in Congo started when the producers of tin in
Indonesia announced that due to the decline of prices they will
reduce their production. The buyers of tin then turned to Congo
for buying this metal that according to Router, recent conflicts
has had remarkable impact on the increase of tin price. The price
jump coincided exactly with the dates that insurgents started
their moves towards main cities of Congo in east of Congo to the
city of Goma, which is the center for buying and selling tin.

Accordingly, the factors that are playing greatest roles in the
Congo crisis are regional and trans-regional powers like France,
U.K. and United States plus multinational companies and some
opposition neighbors that by supporting the insurgency and
through their domestic agents and missionaries such as general
Nkunda, which take into consideration the interests of all, follow
their own political and economic goals in Congo. Therefore,
although superficially it is said that African countries have
liberated from colonialism and exploitation but the ominous
shadow of western countries neocolonialism are still present in
Africa and the people of Africa are facing its catastrophic
outcomes. Still, one can’t lose the hope that Africa has found its
path and has multitude of adept elites to lead it to its far-reaching
objectives.

On bilateral relation, in last few months of current year
relations of Iran and Africa intensified greatly in all its political,
economic and cultural dimensions. The visit of the high ranking



officials of Africa from lIran and vice versa is a proof to the
deepening of relations. The statement issued by the heads of
Africa at the end of the African Union summit in Sharam-el-
sheikh in Egypt in which proclaiming lIran as their strategic
partner and suggestion for holding the next African Union
summit in Tehran in 2009 are indications of determination and
will of both sides for expansion of bilateral relations and
cooperation as well as multilateral cooperation in regional and
international arena. This is a subject that has been reaffirmed
repeatedly in the meeting between Foreign Minister of Iran and
his African counterparts, especially in the visit with the
Tanzanian Foreign Minister.

In conclusion, while thanking all scholar and essayists who
have had cooperation with us so far, | here want to invite other
thinkers and researchers to assist us for further richness of the
Journal. To this end the Journal sincerely welcome comments
and consults of all dears and friends.

Editor in Chief
Seyyed Neamatollah Ghaderi



Summaries

Darfur Issue from the Human Right
Perspective

Alireza Delkhosh?

Darfur crisis, in the heart of Africa, with its vast dimensions
of displacements and violence against poor and deprived people,
has allocated great parts of regional and international news titles
to themselves, and is seen as a catastrophic and painful human
phenomenon. A crisis that dispute over concepts such as tribal
quarrels, as claimed by Sudan, and genocide and racial
purification, as asserted by international community, has
widened it greater and the efforts of western countries and UN so
far has not been successful in bring back peace and tranquility to
the region, while faced Sudan with overwhelming worldwide
pressures.

The paper studies the Darfur crisis from the human right
perspective.

! PhD Student of International Law



@ Synopsis

International Court of Justice and an
indictment and arrest order for Sudan’s
president about Darfur Crisis.

Mohammad Javad Hosseini®

Bitter Experiences of wars and conflicts, massacres and
bloodsheds on global scale caused international community to
ponder finding a solution for maintaining global peace and
security in the aftermath of Second World War. Having
Constituted the United Nation, International Court of Justice,
which established as the permanent judicial organ of United
Nations, get authorized legally to judge claims and actions
among countries and to solve disputes according to international
laws, so that this way terminate to wars and bloodsheds and to
prevent their occurrence. But still international community was
witnessing continuation of war crimes, crimes against humanity,
and genocide while the International Court of Justice’s
jurisdiction was merely confined to disputes among nations.
Therefore the need was felt for an international court to be
erected to investigate war crimes and hostile acts against
humanity. In 17 July 1998 a gathering of 160 states’
representatives took place in Rom to sign the Constitution of

! - Middle East and African Affairs Expert



International Criminal Court that provided the body with the
authority to bring to court and sentence elements of war crimes
and crimes against humanity. The International Criminal Court
officially came into existence in 11 March 2003 with the oath of
18 judges and commenced its work on June of the same year
after the appointment of its elected Attorney General by General
Assembly and his ceremonial oath. In 2008, Chief Prosecutor of
International Criminal Court issued a statement, and in
accordance with article 58 of its constitution, accused president
of Sudan, Omar al-Bashir, of genocide, crime against humanity,
and war crimes in Darfur, and called on judges of the court to
issue an indictment and arrest order for Sudan’s president.
The essay tries to review legal justifiability of the action.



<> Synopsis

Islam in the Countries of Southern Africa
Mohammad Hassan Ipeckchi®

Jomo Keniyata, the first president of Kenya during
independence era, once had said: “When Christian missionaries
put steps in the African Continent, indigenous people of Africa
were owners of lands and missionaries were the holders of
Scripture. They taught us how to close our eyes and pray. And
then when we opened our eyes, we find out that they have
possessed the lands and the Scripture has left for us.

Some western authors like Ayittey, who has quoted the above
passage in his book published recently, is of the belief that
Christianity and Islam, both, entered into the continent by
coercion, and indigenous people of Africa not only had no belief
to these religions but have been always advocates of African
traditional creeds. Aminata Traore, a sociologist from Mali
claims: “The problem in Africa is not the lack of ideology or
religion, but the fact that our children need schools and
educational facilities, but who actually care what they really
need.”

Undoubtedly, such kinds of comments are less creditable and
worth attention than the views of many others thinkers and

! African Affairs Expert



observers who believe the people of Africa are thirsty for
accepting Ibrahimic religions, and view especially Islam as great
gift by God for peoples of Africa.

In researches conducted in relation to the presence of Islam in
Africa, focus has partially been on the presence of Islam in the
northern part of the continent, and studies on other subjects such
as the ways and approaches of Islam’s arrival and admission in
other geographical parts of the continent, especially on southern
part, its conducts and influences, has attained less attention.
Perhaps this short or lack of attention was due to the fact that
Moslems were minority in these regions and it was assumed their
few presences could not render any considerable impact on
political and social life of the peoples of countries there. But how
sound an outlook like that could be? And while the presence of
Islam in north and west of Africa is strong and colorful, could
we neglect the important subject of Islam and Moslems in other
part of the continent?

The paper, as a prelude to further detailed studies on the issue,
tries to explore briefly modalities of Islam presence in ten
countries of southern region of Africa and Moslem positions
there.
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China’s New Foreign Policy in Africa
Kris Alden®

Recent influence of China in Africa has its roots in the
institutionalized economic power and strong foreign policy that
as a whole tries to expand China’s presence in the entire world.
Peking has tried to adopt a multidimensional, sophisticated
approach toward Africa through applying all diplomatic
instruments, financial stimulants and assistances, as well as
militarily partnership and attendance in peace keeping force
programs, so that by implementing such a diplomacy could
compete with western countries and could preserve and stabilize
its long term presence in Africa. Simultaneously, Peking has
made further efforts to make its role in Africa more outstanding
in comparison to other external forces through historical
partnership and the establishment of coherent relation.

The present essay surveys the foreign policy of China in
recent decade and reviews Peking presence in various fields of
economic activities in Africa.
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